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Stench and Decay from Shakespeare’s Play Hamlet
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In Act 1, Scene 4, Marcellus Says, “Something is rotten in the state of Denmark” to imply at moral decadence in the political system. The level of corruption in Denmark is ailing the social organization, and civilians are too occupied to realize it. The decay is likened to the stench from a rotten fish. The marriage institution is also a victim of the societal ailment as the Claudius and Gertrude take place only after the King's death (Shakespeare, 1599). The normality of the situation is evident when the Queen does not grieve after the King Hamlet’s death drawing parallelism to the realms of morality and ethicality.
	Horatio reiterates in Act 1, Scene 2, that. “This bodes some strange eruption to our state.” He is critical that strange occurrences are about to hit the nation as the society is heading in the wrong direction.  Bad omens are inevitable as the state is caught in a quagmire of filth and it's only a matter of it reaps what it saw.
	Horatio also states in Act 1, Scene 1: “disasters in the sun, and the moist star,” are the repercussion of the social filth that has overwhelmed the state.  The darkness outside is metaphorical to a failing society ghost of evil starts to haunt the political. The country is on the verge of war has Hamlet's son has organized an army to take back their land and revenge his father’s death. Shakespeare uses imagery to show that the gloominess of the sun symbolizes the corrupt nature of King Claudius. The cloud hanging shows the impending danger that looms over the society waiting to strike (Shakespeare, 1599). 
	Hamlet says in Act 5, Scene 1 that, "Alexander died, Alexander was buried, Alexander returneth into the dust; the dust is earth; of the earth we make loam; and why of that loam, whereto he was converted, might they not stop a beer barrel? Imperious Ceaser, dead and turn'd to clay, might stop to a hole to keep the wind away…” to imply that the powers we acquire through corrupt deals are all in vain as no one can avoid death. He articulates that it only takes the actions of a single person to dirty the moral fabric of the society but in the leaves the state in a mess after his death.
 	Hamlet in Act 2, Scene 2 states that "For the sun breeds maggots in a dead dog, being good kissing carrion- Have you a daughter? Let her walk I’ the sun: conception is a blessing; but as your daughter may conceive, friend, look to ‘t.'" The dead dog is metaphorically juxtaposed to the state of the society which is rotting away. The stench from the rotting is unbearable but shows the elusiveness of power that drives people to be corrupt.
 	In Act 3, Scene 1, Hamlet reiterates that "Why wouldst thou be a breeder of sinners? The extent of sin in the country is evident from the incestuous nature of the royal family who thrives in the stature of authority (Shakespeare, 1599). Acts of murder are common within the empire, and the perpetrators kill with impunity. The royal blood is cursed, and their generation is likely to get affected from the sins of their forefathers.
 	In Act 1, Scene 2 Hamlet states that "This unweeded garden that grows to seed. Things rank and gross possess it merely". Hamlet is concerned that is the corruption within the empire is not weeded they sprout and become rooted in the society.  
	The acts are linked since the corruption within the state has become a menace and they only point towards the implications is associated with it. Corruption is inherent within the royal family and thrives at the ignorance of the civilians. The fabric of the society has been stained and needs to be redefined by putting in place measures that align to the realms of morality and ethicality.
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